
MINUTES: SPLD Test Evaluation Committee (STEC)    
 
Date and time  Wednesday 24th June 2009 
 
Place    7 Woburn Walk, London WC1H OJJ 
 
Present  David McLoughlin (DM) (Chair), Julia Kender (JK), Janet Kruger (JKr), 
Janet Skinner (JS)  

 
Apologies Sandra Hargreaves and Chris Singleton  
 

1. Minutes of previous meeting  
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the previous meeting. 
 
Matters arising 
It was decided that the following wording should be added to the guidance 
on the website: 
Free writing 
There is an expectation that undergraduates should be able to write at 25 
words per minute. 
Oral reading 
There is an expectation that undergraduates should be able to read aloud at 
150 words per minute 
Silent reading 
There is an expectation that undergraduates should be able to read silently 
at 250 words per minute. 
 
2. Dyspraxia assessment  

There was a discussion about whether dyslexia tutors were able to assess for 
dyspraxia; it was felt that many practitioners (both Educational Psychologists 
and specialist teachers) were providing dyspraxia diagnosis assessments but 
that there were no specific tests available for specialist teachers to use. It 
was agreed that the following paragraph would be put on the website: 
To diagnose the very special co-ordination difficulty that often characterises 
dyspraxia requires tests only available to medical professionals.  However, 
when it is clear that people have difficulties with handwriting and other non-
verbal tasks that involve co-ordination which cannot be attributable to other 
physical difficulties, it is appropriate to describe such people as having 
dyspraxic tendencies.   
 
It was agreed that information would be provided for specialist teachers 
which would include reference to checklists and a comparative table of the 
common overlap between different specific learning difficulties.   (JK/JS) 
 
3. Dyscalculia  

There was a discussion about dyscalculia and it was agreed that there was a 
lack of clarity about both definition and diagnosis.  Dyscalculia is a specific 
maths disorder which affects numerosity in particular; dyscalculic people are 
likely to experience similar difficulties with working memory as dyslexic 



people.  As there are no tests currently available it was felt that an 
investigation of the condition and a revision of tests might be possible by 
2010. 
 
4. Automated Working Memory Assessment (AWMA) 

JK had a copy of the manual but it was not possible to evaluate the test; it is 
necessary to have a licence in order to view the test.  It was agreed that JK 
would contact Lynn Greenwold to ask for an evaluation copy. 
 
5. Tests to be added to approved list                                                                             
There was a discussion about the wording on the tests and some revisions 
were made. 

- It was decided that the Turner Nonword Decoding Test would be 
removed from the list as the ceiling is 12+ years. 

 
- There was a further discussion about Wordchains and after 

examining it in more detail it was decided that the committee did 
not think that it would necessarily enhance diagnosis and it was 
decided that it should not be added to the list. 

 
6. Any other business 
 
7. Date of next meeting  
Monday 9th November 2009 at 2 p.m. at 7 Woburn Walk 
 
 

 


